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Al's Work on the Conditionn of ?ollticnlly Motivated Prisoners in the

e e .o

FRGt A Progress Report . On 16 August 1977 the Research Departmant of
the 18 issued an NS circular (EUR 23/01/77) headed ‘Explanatory Note
About AX Actioquoncefning Hunger and Thirst 8trike in the Federal
Republic o; Germany'e. This pointed out the increasing problems faced by
AL, particularly in Western Europe and North America, in regard to the
‘greay areas' of the Stgtuta. Of particular concern in this context was

.t‘ the issue of isolation and its relation to article 1¢ ("cruel, inhuman ¢
or degrading treatment or punishment"), Such coﬁggn'ntemméd from the fact ,
thict over the past few years a growing.number of people suspected or

\ convicted of politically motivated crimes had been hald for iong pafiodl in

xi‘ L fesas

]
CYTSY N 1 B! YO
-

— ; e ‘ Ve Gl MMM AW @ LE X e



S

isolation. The manncr of 1solation varied from toéal isolation and solitary
confinement to isolation in small groups. In many cases persons hgd been
held for as long as four, five or six years, and in some cases longer,
under conditions of 1sol§tion both prior to and after conviééioﬁ.if?'y’

Al received numetrous allegations that such forms of imprisonment subjected -

the prisoners to conditions which damaged their health. The question of the i

1
extent to which these prisoh conditions came within the scope of Al in terms

of the provisions in its Statute regarding ‘cruel, inhuman or degraading
treatment or punishment' is a complex one, anhd towards the end of 1977
Al's tnternational Executive Committee commissioned a study of thig mattet,
In December 1978 the final report on this study was presented to, and
dpproved by, the 1EC and on 13 February 1979 a Memorandum wag Sen£ tr flare
br. Hans-dochen Vogel Federal Ministeﬁ_qf_Jpgg;gktin.B;nn. Following
talks with the Federal authorities, coples of the Memorandum were sent to
the Ministries of Justice of the Laender and the :ﬁ:::zrfqr Justice of
West Berlin at tﬁe beginning of August 1979, |
The Memorandum refers to the general effects of isolation on the
physical and mental health of persons subjected to it. Such effects have
been ubsefved in persons serving long term prison sentences even under
normal prison conditions, as well as in persons isolated in hospitals,
Arctic ahdf&paée statiéns and submarines. Such isolation negatively affects
a persoh's ability to respond to his or her environment, both psychologicallff
and physically (tﬁ}ough the autonomic nervous system). ?he*qffects will be
all the more pronounced the greater the isolation of the prisoners and are
further dependent onrthe personality of the individual prisoner.lTheso
effects militate against reform and rehabilitation} internationally
recognised norms stress that action should be taken to ﬁggg&gfgglgnge them,
The prisonchﬁaitions of the prisoners whose cases wera examined in
the course of the study amounted to scvere forms of isolation. The study
found clear synptomr whichy although they fitted into the general pattern
described above, were most pronounced and in. some cases reminiscent of the

effects produced by sensorv deprivation in experimental situations. ' - /C
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Al concluded that in individual cases prolonged solitary confinament and '/g
social isolation had impaired the health of prisoners and that the prisen
conditions of prisoners suspected or convicted of politicajly motigated ﬁii

‘

crimes in the FRG are of Cbnéufn to it. AI further concluded that uuyl

must and can be found to accon:ndatn socurity with humane treatment, —

2 - Y
avolding the severe forms of ::olation inherent in the prison conditions

which the Memorandum describac; AI therefors urged the government to°
seek alternatives to the use ¢ solitary confinement and small group

i = o N 't M
isolation as regular forms of imprisonment. . ) _
T e - ¢ )

“—’;lthoUQh appreciating th; problems posed by this guestion.‘ih its _
contiming cdntac;a with the Federal and Land authorities AL is sustaining e
pressurc for change .in the conditionl of imptiscnment which have given tise
to the above-mentioned affeets.

In accordance with the guidelines contained in the Mandate Committge's
report, as-endorsed by the last ICM, AI interventions will continue to be

made in general terms, aimed at the saetting of standards for acceptable
\ .

———

prison conditions. Although this does not preclude the taking up of

—_—\—— . .
individual cases as a means of setting such standards, 1llustrating general

problems and so on, this would be exceptional.

In late April/early May,[EEite unrelated to the progress of Al'g work

in the £131d of brison conditionéZ)over 70 pg}soners of the Red Army Fraction,

2 June Movement and other groups, began a new huqqer strike. This was the
first majér hunger strike nince August 1977 (see EUR 23/01/77 and the .
following circul;r EUR 23/02/77)s The expressed aims of tne strike included,
as in the past, the abolition of isolation and small qéoup‘isolation, and
the association of prisoners in groups of at least 15 as proposed by the
medical expert Prof, Dr.’ We Raschs The hunger aﬁrike was ‘'suspended! at the
end of June. On 15 June Al sent & telex to the Justice Ministry of Badenw

wirktemmberg (where Stammheim prison is situated) with a copy to the
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Federal Jnatice Ministry, This statedse ' o ! /‘

“Amnesty International has received reports that the hunyer strike
of politically motivated prisoners in the FRG which began at the 4
_eng of April 1979, has reached a critical stage for a number of these
prisoners. Amnesty International is particularly concerned dbout the
reported state of health of Frau Irmgard Moller, who is imprisoned
" at Stammheim, and whose lawyer has saild that he fears for her 1ife,

"Although Amnesty International cannot support the specifid démandh
made by the prisoners on hunger strike, it has exprecssed to the
Federal Government its general concerns about prison conditions in .
regard to solitary confinement and small group isolation of politically
motivated prisoners. Discussions with the Federal Governmeht are still
in progress and Amnesty International wishes to make it clear that, us
in the past, it is on purely humanitarian grounds that {t urges that
ways ba sought to save the lives of prisoners on hunger strike',

On 15 Octcber Al was informed that anmaii humber of female prisoners
detained in small groupvisoiation in Moabit ﬁ;féoﬁ,‘nasg'serlin, had gong on
hunger and thirst strikes This action had been prompted by:ghaéciain»‘il ‘
‘transfar a4 number of them to the high security wing of Lucbeck prisons ™
That same day AI sent a talex to the Justice Senator for West Beriin,
referring to its current discussions with the government aulhoritiEsa 3

' 7 [}
In this letter AI etpengly urged that, on the basis of xbesé@disqpsgfonn.
Yany measura that further 1imits the soclel contacts of prisoners be
reconsidered as an immediate means to end the present hunger and thirst
strike of the prisoners and to save lives'

The prisoners broke off their strike at the beginning of Novembets
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